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Parliamentary reception for
“Supersewer” supporters
Politicians and environmentalists turn out in force to show commitment to cleaning up London’s river.

It was standing room only at a reception at Westminster for supporters of the
Thames Tideway Tunnel on 7 July.
On a sweltering summer’s evening,
representatives from a wide cross-section
of organisations gathered to highlight
their eagerness for the project to proceed as soon as possible.
The event was organised by ‘Thames
Tunnel Now’, the independent umbrella
group of recreational and environment
groups, representing a total membership
of five million people.
The host was Nick Raynsford MP. In
his welcome speech, he emphasised
the strategic importance of the project
to his constituency of Greenwich and
Woolwich, and to London as a whole.
He noted that there was no similar event
prior to ‘The Great Stink’, 160 years ago,
when the stench of sewage in the river
famously forced Parliament to Oxford,
an event that triggered the long-awaited
approval for Sir Joseph Bazalgette to
overhaul the capital’s sewerage system.
Representing Thames Tunnel Now,
Debbie Leach, the Chief Executive of the
river clean up charity Thames21 and a
keen rower, outlined the environmental
and social importance of a clean, healthy

Guests gather to listen to Nick Raynsford MP at the event

river running through the heart of the
capital.
The final speaker, Mike Gerrard, the
Managing Director of the Thames Tideway Tunnel at Thames Water, thanked
the audience for their strong support
and updated them on the project’s progress over the last 12 months including
the launch of procurement tenders for
both the construction contacts and the
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financing of the new delivery company.
He then introduced Miel Sabre, the star
of ‘You Poo Too’, a new film explaining
the need for the project, which also had
a screening at the event.
Mike Gerrard said: “As we move closer
to the project hopefully becoming a reality at last, it was a real tonic to have such
a high-profile reminder of the strong
diverse support the project enjoys.”
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Phil Stride
Head of Thames
Tideway Tunnel
Welcome to our new-look Tideway Times. We
hope you enjoy the revised format and extra
pages.
With the Planning Inspectorate’s examination
of our Development Consent application now
complete, we’re awaiting the ruling from ministers on the recommendations made, due in
September.
Meanwhile, we have lots else on. See page three,
for example, for details of how we have launched
the all-important tender process for the creation
of a bespoke new company to finance and deliver
the project, independent of Thames Water.
In his first few days in post as CEO of that new
company, Andy Mitchell, who has joined the project from Crossrail, marked Women in Engineering
Day with a firm commitment to boost female representation in the sector. This is key to equipping
the country with all the core infrastructure it needs,
including the Thames Tideway Tunnel.
We’ve also been encouraged by the positive
reaction to ‘You Poo Too’, our new short film, in
which Islington schoolgirl Miel Sabre sets out
the case for the project. Fittingly the film got its
premiere at Sir Joseph Bazalgette’s ‘Cathedral of
Sewage’, Abbey Mills Pumping Station (pictured)
in May, as part of Thames Water’s annual Sewer
Week, giving members of the public a chance to
visit London’s Victorian sewerage network.
Do you remember the red drilling rigs that
appeared in the River Thames a few years ago
to assess the ground conditions that our tunnel
boring machines will need to negotiate? Turn to
page ten for an update on how the samples taken
now form a living archive in Oxfordshire.
Finally, our congratulations go to City Cruises’
Harry McCarthy, who triumphed in the annual
Doggett’s Coat and Badge Wager, a historic race
for trainee watermen, which we were proud to
sponsor for a second year. It’s an event that highlights the importance of the river for recreation
and for work – two of our key motivations for
wanting to ensure it remains clean and healthy.
There’s a full race report on page six.
We’ll be back with another edition in September,
hopefully with good news that the project has the
green light to proceed from ministers and we can
set about the task of ensuring London has a sewerage network fit for demands of the 22nd century.
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Competition begins for
investors to finance UK’s
biggest water industry project
A competitive tender process has begun to create the
new company that will finance and deliver the Thames Tideway Tunnel.

The River Thames winding through East London

Investors from
around the world
have been invited
to take part in
a competition
to finance the
Thames Tideway
Tunnel, Britain’s
biggest and deepMike Gerrard,
est underground Managing Director
s e w e r t u n n e l , of Thames
needed to prevent Tideway Tunnel
tens of millions of
tonnes of untreated sewage discharging into the tidal River Thames.
Danny Alexander MP, the Chief Secretary to the Treasury, also highlighted the
project as a major opportunity for overseas investors when he launched a new
Government guide in Glasgow, on the eve
of the Commonwealth Games.

Through the design development and
consultation stages, the project has been
led by Thames Water, but the creation of
a new company to be responsible for the
delivery is key to keeping customers’ bills
as low as possible.
Mike Gerrard, Managing Director of
the Thames Tideway Tunnel at Thames
Water, said: “Already we’ve had a lot of
interest from investors who want to be
involved in delivering this historic project,
which is so vital to London’s continued
wealth and well being.
“London has now outgrown the Victorian sewerage network that has served
the city so well for so long. It’s now time
for us to match what the Victorians did
for us and make sure the system has the
capacity to meet the capital’s needs well
into the next century.”
David Leam, Head of Infrastructure

Policy at London First, said; “The
Thames Tideway Tunnel is an all-toorare investment opportunity in brand
new infrastructure and seems certain to
be the subject of strong global demand.
“Investors around the world are flocking to London for secure assets with
predictable long term returns – this has
already included our telecomms, energy
and water infrastructure,” he said.
“They see the UK as a global safe
haven and are attracted by the rule of
law, stable regulatory framework, and
strong financial markets.”
The successful bidder is due to be
appointed in early 2015, around the
same time the main construction works
contracts are confirmed for the East, West
and Central packages. Initial construction works would then begin in 2016, with
main tunnelling due to start in 2017.
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It’s time to stop treating
London’s river like a loo
New film puts spotlight on need to tackle raw
sewage discharged to tidal River Thames.
‘You Poo Too’. That’s the title of a new film that have to live here. Come on, this is London.
seeking to raise awareness of “disgusting” sew- We need to sort it out.”
age pollution in the River Thames in London.
London’s sewerage system still relies on
The film’s release coincided with the news the interceptor sewers built in the 1860s
that in 2013 the total amount of sewage over- by Sir Joseph Bazalgette, which although in
flowing into the river from London’s sewerage impeccable condition, have simply run out
network topped 55 million tonnes. Way above of capacity and cannot cope with the everthe average annual figure of 39 million tonnes, increasing population.
that’s the equivalent volume to of the 80 bilOn 22 July, Sir Joseph’s descendant, Peter
lion toilets being flushed directly into the river. Bazalgette the Chairman of the Arts Council,
If the 25 kilometold The Guardian:
tre ‘Supersewer’ had
“We need massive
been in operation,
investment in our
in tandem with the
infrastructure and
Lee Tunnel already
there’s no appetite
under construction,
to do that from gennearly all of the poleral taxation. But
lution would have
these major pubbeen avoided.*
lic works need to
Phil Stride, Head
be done. The Vicof the Thames Tidetorians knew that.
way Tunnel, said: “A
We have to ask
massive 97 per cent
ourselves, are we
of the sewage dispreparing the city
charged would have
for our children and
been captured and
grandchildren?”
transferred for proJust a light drizcessing at Beckton
zle of rain can cause
Sewage Treatment
the system to overWorks.
flow from combined
A sewer overflow poinjt at Vauxhall Bridge
“The vast amount
sewer overflow
of environmental
p o i n t s l o c a te d
damage caused by the pollution would have along the river in central London.
been avoided. We simply cannot keep using
*The Thames Tideway Tunnel is part of
the Thames as an open sewer.”
a wider programme of improvements to
Islington schoolgirl Miel Sabre, who nar- clean up the River Thames. This includes the
rates ‘You Poo Too’, said: “Before I got involved £635m Lee Tunnel in east London, which will
with the film, I had no idea that so much of be completed next year, and the soon to be
London’s poo goes straight into the river in completed £675m upgrade works to the five
London. It’s disgusting.
London’s sewage treatment works on the tidal
“You don’t want to think about what hap- River Thames
pens when you flush the loo, but we need to
The Thames Tideway Tunnel on its own will
start talking about the problem. The Thames be capturing around half of the combined
is being treated like a toilet and we’re the ones sewer overflows.
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Summer roadshow
attracts the crowds
Somerset House on Bazalgette’s Embankment was the starting point for a
summer roadshow giving the public their chance to find out more about the
Thames Tideway Tunnel.

The Bunch family at Somerset House

As part of Mid Summer Water Day celebrations on 21 June, project staff were on hand
to field questions from visitors from far and
wide, including the Bunch family from Enfield
(pictured above).
Long-serving Thames Water employee and
sewer expert, Alan Lenander, also gave a talk
on the history of London’s sewerage network
and what it’s like to work in the bowels of the
capital.
The roadshow’s next stop was Belverdere in
Bexley on 27 July, when around 400 people
flocked to the Crossness Engine’s Trust Open
Day to see the magnificent Bazalgette steam
engine which has been lovingly restored by
volunteers.
Visitors had the opportunity to watch the
new ‘You Poo Too’ film, highlighting the need
for the project.
Nick Tennant, Head of Communications at
the Thames Tideway Tunnel, said: “The population of London is ever changing, so even
though formal consultation has ended, it‘s
important for us to still get and about, making

people aware of the project. Many are often
shocked to hear that so much sewage spews
into the river on such a regular basis. Others
are keen to understand the impact the project
will have on their bills and the alternatives that
were considered.”
The tour concludes on World Rivers’ Day on
28 September in Kew at “TideFest”, a family fun
day celebrating the recreational and amenity
importance of the River Thames, organised by
Thames Tunnel Now. Watch the Thames Tideway Tunnel website for full details.

Mr and Mrs Miline speaking to
staff at Somerset House
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Race for Doggett’s
Coat and Badge
A young waterman has won one of the oldest sporting events in history,
which was sponsored for the second year by Thames Tideway Tunnel.

Harry McCarthy prepares for the race

A young waterman is celebrating victory in
one of the oldest sporting events in history,
which was sponsored for the second year by
Thames Tideway Tunnel.
Harry McCarthy, from Blackheath, won the
historic race for Doggett’s Coat and Badge,
and was greeted with an embrace from his
father, Simon McCarthy, who won the race in
1984.
The 22-year-old, who rows for Poplar, Blackwall and District Rowing Club and completed
the race in 24 minutes and 35 seconds, said:
“I’m thrilled to have won the Coat and Badge
for my family thirty years after my dad did it.
“The race was extremely difficult, especially as it was such a warm day, but seeing
my friends and family near the finishing line
wearing yellow and cheering me on made it
all worth it.”
He was followed by Louis Pettipher, 23, in
second place, Charlie Maynard, 22, in third

place, Ben Folkard, 22, in fourth place and
Dominic Coughlin, 23, in fifth place.
The event started at 12.45pm from London
Bridge, and finished at Cadogan Pier in Chelsea where Harry, a City Cruises captain, was
presented with a bottle of champagne by His
Royal Highness, The Duke of Edinburgh.
Following the race, pupils from Kingsford
Community School in Newham triumphed in
the Row4 Results final, an interborough rowing
machine challenge, staged in partnership with
London Youth Rowing. The victors received
their trophy from the guest of honour the
Duke of Edinburgh, who last attended the
Doggett’s race 60 years ago.
Phil Stride, Head of Thames Tideway Tunnel,
said: “It’s a real honour for Thames Tideway
Tunnel to sponsor this fantastic race. We share
an objective with the Fishmongers’ Company
and the Watermen, which is that we want to
see a clean and healthy tidal River Thames.”
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“

It’s a real
honour for Thames
Tideway Tunnel to sponsor
this fantastic race. We share an
objective with the Fishmongers’
Company and the Compnay
of Watermen. We all want to
see a clean and healthy
tidal River Thames.

”
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Race results
1st

Harry McCarthy

24m 35secs

2nd

Louis Pettipher

25m 09secs

3rd

Charlie Maynard

25m 12secs

4th

Ben Folkard

26m 53secs

5th

Dominic Coughlin

29m 40secs

Dominic Coughlin prepares for the race
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Harry celebrating his win with his
father and the Doggett’s men

Race history
The founder of the race, Thomas Doggett, was born in Dublin and moved to
London in 1690 to pursue a career in
acting. In 1715 he founded the prize of
Doggett’s Coat and Badge in honour of
the House of Hanover, in commemoration of King George I’s accession to the
Throne in August 1714.
Doggett organised the race each year
until his death in 1721. In his will, he
instructed his executors to hand over the
funds to Mr Burt of the Admiralty Office,

who was to manage the race after his
death.
Mr Burt was apparently not very willing to accept and, in November 1721, he
entered into a deed with the executors
of Doggett’s Will and the Fishmongers’
Company, passing on the trusteeship
of the race. In 1722 the Fishmongers’
Company organised Doggett’s for the
first time.
According to ‘Doggett’s custom’,
only watermen in the first year of their

HRH Duke of Edinburgh presents the Row4Results winners’ trophy

Freedom of the Watermen’s Company
were entitled to enter the race. In Doggett’s time, watermen were much more
numerous than they are now, being the
equivalent of the modern day taxi driver.
However, by the early 1980s, the number of watermen on the Thames had
declined and fewer apprentices were
being trained. Therefore, in 1988 it was
decided to extend the entry qualification to allow a person three attempts
at the race.
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Core blimey!
Samples of ground
strata from tunnel route
form living archive in
Oxfordshire
In the depths of the Oxfordshire countryside is a sprawling former US army
base containing aircraft hangers, vast warehouses and disused buildings
covered with bullet marks. A warehouse on the edge of this compound is now
home to around 20,000 metres of clay, chalk, sand and gravel collected from
boreholes along the proposed route of the Thames Tideway Tunnel.
Restore Ltd, a data storage company, manages the 10 aircraft shelters and warehouse
which have been converted into archives.
Most of the items in their care are hospital,
pharmaceutical and private records, but their
collection also includes historical artefacts and
artwork – and now geological samples.
Thames Tideway Tunnel started boring
along the proposed route of the tunnel five
years ago, to understand the type of ground
conditions contractors will be tunnelling
through. After excavating the boreholes –
which are 50m deep on average, and some
as deep as 90m – the samples are kept in
wooden boxes, of which there are currently
around 9,000 in storage.
Tim Newman, Principal Geologist on the
project, said: “It’s important to keep the cores
in case there is a contractual dispute over the

A drilling rig taking core samples in 2010

ground conditions during tunnelling. The cores
act as hard evidence. Also, the cores allow the
contractors to get a feel for the ground other
than trying to visualise it from reading printed
records.”
These core samples will be kept for 15 years,
and all contractors hoping to work on the
project were invited to look at them before
submitting their bids earlier this year.
Michael Watts, Restore’s Business Development Manager, said they are the first
geological items the company has taken on.
Their storage is relatively easy, as the samples need to be kept dry and in temperatures
between 5 – 25°C, which is the same condition for storing paper records.
More cores are to be collected from Chambers Wharf, Earl Pumping Station, Blackfriars
and Victoria Embankment.
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20,000 metres of clay, chalk, sand and gravel are stored
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Steve Howells, HSSE director, pedals for a smoothie
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Health and well being
fair a hit with tunnel staff
A two-day series of events promoting a healthy lifestyle in and out of work
got employees focused on a wide range of measures to stay fit and well.
The physical and mental fitness of Thames
Tideway Tunnel employees was centre stage
during a two-day Health and Well Being Fair
at the project’s Paddington headquarters.
The two-day event was staged as part of
an ongoing commitment to meet the highest possible standards for health and safety
over the lifetime of the project.
Staff were able to take advantage of free
activities including cardiovascular screening,
blood pressure checks and food intolerance
testing.
A giant, walk through bowel highlighted how
that body part can be affected by cancer, while

staff mixed their own healthy smoothie via
unusual means –pedaling a cycling machine.
Steve Howells, who leads the projects health
and safety team said; “Our commitment to
zero tolerance when it comes to health and
safety risks is not just about avoiding accidents
on constructions sites.
“It’s also about promoting a culture where
people think about all aspects of health and
well being. I am pleased to report that the
inaugural fair was a huge success and it’s
something we will definitely be looking to
repeat in the years ahead.”
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A pledge to
encourage women
in engineering
In support of the Cabinet Office’s
‘Your Life’ campaign, Thames Tideway Tunnel has
committed to help boost the number of women in
engineering and technology.

Staff demonstrate a design challenge to students
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A round-table discussion was held on Women In Enginerring Day

Only 11 per cent of the construction workforce
is female, research shows.
It’s a situation the Thames Tideway Tunnel
has committed to address, in partnership with
schools, colleges, industry and government. The
target is for females to represent 30 per cent
of undergraduates studying Engineering and
Technology by 2030.
Mike Gerrard, Managing Director of Thames
Tideway Tunnel at Thames Water, said: “Your
Life, which launched in May, is an important
and timely campaign, which we strongly
support.
“Around thirty per cent of our current project
workforce are women, including some of our
most talented engineers, but we realise that
a lot more can be done. That is why we have
made further commitments to the Government’s campaign. We look forward to helping
make this a great success.”
Thames Tideway Tunnel will double the
number of science, technology, engineering
and maths (STEM) ambassadors over the next
two years, as well as increasing the proportion
of female STEM ambassadors 10 per cent by
2015.
The project team has committed to maintaining an equal gender balance in its work
experience placements as much as possible,
and to encourage a greater proportion of
women applicants for graduate and trainee
positions.
Jackie Roe, Delivery Manager at Thames
Tideway Tunnel, said: “There are so many exciting opportunities for women in engineering
and construction, so I’m thrilled that Thames
Tideway Tunnel is supporting this campaign. I
hope we can help encourage more women to
consider a career in engineering.”
Launching Your Life, the then Education
Minister Elizabeth Truss, who has since been

promoted to the Cabinet as Environment Secretary, said: “Rising numbers of people are
taking maths and physics A levels – but it is
still very low. Too many teenagers, especially
girls, don’t realise that maths and physics get
you everywhere.
“That is why I’m so pleased to see some
of the UK’s top businesses and organisations
showing their commitment by signing the ‘Your
Life’ call to action and committing to recruit
more science and maths students.
“Together we can ensure young people have
the skills they need to succeed in life and help
the UK compete on a global scale.”
Thames Tideway Tunnel pledges to:
• Double the number of STEM
ambassadors over the next two years.
• Increase the proportion of female STEM
ambassadors 10% by 2015.
• Launch a ‘Women in Engineering’
competition in schools in Autumn 2014.
• Maintain an equal gender balance in its
work experience placements as far as
reasonably practicable.
• Increase promotion of graduate
and trainee positions with a view to
encouraging a greater proportion of
applicants from women from the 2013
baseline.
Thames Tideway Tunnel also marked
National Women in Engineering Day in June
by launching its Women’s Forum. The same
day 40 schoolgirls from across London visited
the project offices in Paddington to hear
first hand from female engineers working on
the project on about how they got into the
profession .
In July two of our women engineers also
spoke at an “Inspiring Women” event at Elizabeth Garrett Anderson School in Islington,
attended by more than 100 female students.
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