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UAE Joins the Madrid Protocol for International
Trademark Registration

In Brief
The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has become a signatory state to the Madrid Protocol, w hich w ill enter into force on 28 December
2021. The UAE w ill become the 109th state globally and the third state in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) follow ing Bahrain
and Oman, to join the Madrid Union, w hich provides trademark protection for its member states across multiple jurisdictions. This
is a long aw aited and w elcome development in UAE trademark law and practice.

Key Takeaways


This development provides benefits for both UAE-based rights holders and international rights holders looking to secure
trademark protection in the UAE and although some of the finer points of the UAE's accession have still to be clarified, such
as the fees payable, these matters are expected to be addressed prior to the Protocol coming into force.



The accession to the Madrid System allow s an applicant to acquire trademark protection in the UAE and other member
nations through the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) w ithout registering national trademarks or paying local
agents' fees. In this respect, the Madrid System offers a ‘one-stop shop’ solution for trademark holders to obtain and maintain
protection in multiple markets.



Filing through the Madrid System is cost efficient on the follow ing fronts:
o

brand ow ners can file a single application in one language and pay the applicable fees to secure trademark protection
in multiple territories;

o

the Madrid Protocol can help brand ow ners manage their brand portfolio centrally, and facilitate expansion into and
trademark protection in new markets; and

o

it removes the administrative burden and complexities associated w ith obtaining registration of national applications ,
w hich is especially useful for international rights holders.

About the Madrid Protocol
The Madrid Protocol is an international treaty, administered by the International Bureau of WIPO, w hich has the aim of facilitating
the procurement and maintenance of trademark registrations in up to 124 territories by filing a single international application w ith
the national or regional IP office of a Madrid System member.
Adopted in 1989, the system provides an efficient method of achieving expanded international protection for a trademark that has
already been applied for or registered in the applicant’s home country (also know n as the country of origin).

For further information and to discuss w hat this development might mean for you, please get in touch w ith one of our team.
For future updates, you can visit and subscribe to our Middle East Insights blog: me-insights.bakermckenzie.com/
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